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Book Reviews 



The Law of Promoters. My Manfred W. Ehrich. Matthew- 
Bender & Co., 511-513 Broadway, New York. 1916. pp. xix, 645. 

This work is an exhaustive collection and review of the leading 
decisions of the courts of the various jurisdictions of the United 
States and England upon the legal principles regulating the rights 
and liabilities of promoters. The author has accomplished his pur- 
pose of supplying the busy lawyer with a good reference book on 
this portion of the law of corporations. This publication is one of 
the necessary results of the rapidly accumulating mass of case law, 
which forces a writer to devote a whole book to what was previ- 
ously covered in one or two chapters of a general treatise on com- 
pany law. Although of great value as a review of the case law 
down to the present day, the author could have added to the full- 
ness of his accomplishment by placing more emphasis upon the 
general principles of law and equity upon which the courts pro- 
ceeded in reaching their conclusions. 

M. C. L. 



California Law of Corporations. By Fabius M. Clarke. 
Bender-Moss Company, 11 City Hall Ave., San Francisco, Cal. 
1916. pp. lxxv, 916. $7.50 net. 

The law of corporations, depending as it does on local statutes 
and decisions, is a subject that demands with peculiar force a text 
book dealing with local applications of that law. The above volume 
endeavors to answer such a demand. The author attempts no 
more than to give "California law, pure and simple." The work is 
necessarily, therefore, not a complete study of the law of corpora- 
tions, and can fairly be tested only by the extent to which it serves 
the needs of the bench and bar of this state. 

No one, except perhaps a reviewer, reads through local text 
books, which are merely handbooks to be examined as need arises. 
They should be, therefore, aptly arranged and clearly indexed, — in 
a word, thoroughly sign-posted. Mr. Clarke's volume does not 
perfectly fulfill these requirements. The arrangement seems rather 
haphazard, which would not be a great matter, if the index led 
one easily to the place where any given point were discussed. The 
index does not do so, however, for it consists in vague general 
headings under which the subheadings referring to the text are not 
arranged or classified according to any discoverable scheme. For 
example, to find any given point under the general heading "Direc- 
tors," the hurried practitioner or judge must look over four pages 
of catch phrases. In another and similar aspect the book suffers. 
The author frequently indicates a question that arises incidentally, 
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remarking that it will be discussed more fully elsewhere. But 
where? There are very few cross references. The practitioner is 
driven to the imperfect index. 

The author purports to include all cases bearing upon his sub- 
ject up to and including 170 Cal., 28 Cal. App., and 7 Cal. Unre- 
ported. This is, of course, highly desirable, for often a case of 
seeming unimportance is a straw to a drowning man. So far as 
the reviewer can judge, the author has generally kept his promise. 

The learned author is aware that the law is a growing science 
that gains by the white light of criticism. Not content to state the 
result of code or decisions, he discusses their logicality and suffici- 
ency to serve business or other needs. Some may object to such 
comment, but the majority will often find in such criticisms much 
that is clarifying, and in addition those who are interested in the 
development of the law will also discover food for thought. In 
particular may be cited the criticism of the familiar doctrines relat- 
ing to stockholders' liability on page 363. 

A. T. W. 



Books Received 



The Land-Title Registration Act of the State of New 
York. By Dorr Viele and Joseph C. Baecher. Matthew Bender 
& Co., 109 State Street, Albany, New York. 1916. pp. 87. $.50. 

Trust Laws and Unfair Competition. By Joseph E. Davies, 
Commissioner of Corporations. Government Printing Office, 
Washington. 1916. pp. xi, 832. $.40. 

Eighth and Ninth Annual Report of the Municipal 
Court of Chicago. By the Municipal Court of Chicago. Dec. 
1913 to Dec. 1915. pp. 163. 

Magna Carta and Other Addresses. By William D. Guthrie. 
Columbia University Press, Lemcke & Buechner, agents, 30-32 
West 27th Street, New York City. 1916. pp. x, 282. $1.50 net. 

Law of Domestic Relations. By Edward W. Spencer. The 
Banks Law Publishing Co., 23 Park Place, New York City. 1916 
pp. lxiv, yyy. $6.00. 

The Law of Interstate Commerce and its Federal Regu- 
lation. By Frederick N. Judson. 3rd Edition. T. H. Flood & 
Co., 214 W. Madison Street, Chicago, 111. 1916. pp. vii, 1066 
$7-50. 



